
Carmel’s Creative Composer
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Mark Governor Br ings His Ec lect ic Sty le to Folkta le Winer y

B Y  M I C H A E L  C H AT F I E L D

F
or many years, Monterey Peninsula communities—especially

Carmel—have been a virtual magnet for creative people of all

disciplines. All find that the natural beauty of this place and the

supportive, accepting nature of its inhabitants are highly conducive to the

care, feeding and fueling of their respective muses.

One such artist is Mark Governor, a composer whose list of film and

television credits include such well-known and diverse projects as “Pet

Sematary Two,” “Friends,” “Notes from Underground,” “SpongeBob

SquarePants” and the “Hobbit” trilogy. In his short time in Carmel,

Governor has made a name for himself via his work with the music pro-

gram at Folktale Winery in Carmel Valley.

Governor hails from Boston. A natural writer, he earned a full journal-

ism scholarship, but he gave it up to pursue his passion for music.

“That didn’t thrill anybody,” he recalls. “My father didn’t speak to me for

a while.”

The young musician was mostly self-taught.

“I studied independently and got into the music department of UMass,”

Governor recalls. “I embraced it, studying classical music while playing in
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was given the opportunity

rock bands on the side.”

A pivotal moment arrived when Governor 

to study with composer Aaron Copeland.

“For the application, I had to submit an original string quartet. I’d never

done that and was struggling,” he says. “My professor advised, ‘Go with

what you know.’ What I knew was Led Zeppelin, Jimi Hendrix and Pete

Townshend—power chord rock and roll. So, I wrote a piece based on riffs

from all these songs I knew. Somehow, I got in.”

He thoroughly enjoyed and benefited from the experience but felt a 

little out of his league.

“I asked him privately why he’d chosen me for this class. Holding my

string quartet, Copeland said, ‘I had to meet the maniac who wrote this

thing,’ ” Governor laughs.

This was the 1980s, and the place for an ambitious musician to be

was LA.

“I didn’t know anyone, but I wanted to get into film music,” he says.

Governor took some night classes at UCLA and started networking.

He obtained work scoring music for documentaries, leading to a produc-

tion assistant gig on a “really, really bad movie called “Surf II.” There wasn’t

even a “Surf I,”” he says.
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Governor’s original compositions and songs have been featured on the soundtracks of more than 200 films and television

shows in a wide range of genres. He’s shown here surrounded by master recording and scores circa 2000.

In his short time in Carmel, Governor has made 

a name for himself via his work with the music program 

at Folktale Winery in Carmel Valley.
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The composer performing

at Folktale Winery in his

2017 “Under the Influence

of Tom Petty” concert.
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A friend recommended Governor to legendary auteur Roger Corman,

whose company was known as the “Roger Corman Film School.” Among

the many Hollywood giants who got their start there are Francis Ford

Coppola, Jack Nicholson, Ron Howard, Sandra Bullock and Martin Scorsese.

“I loved it,” Governor says. “You didn’t get paid a lot, but it was invalu-

able experience. The level of my music rose.”

Having followed the composer’s work, Corman took him aside one day

and said, “Mark, if you continue to do work like this, you’ll never have to

work for me again.”

More projects ensued. His big-studio break came with the commission

to produce the score for “Pet Sematary 2.”

“My scores are always a mix of live music and synthesizers,”

Governor explains. “I bring in elements of rock bands such as guitars

and mix them with orchestral music. Also, I had learned the art of

recording production along the way. The director of ‘Pet Sematary 2’

envisioned a score that was half score and half live bands. That produc-

tion experience came in handy.”

Years later, Governor was hired to work on the extensive extras that

came with the DVD release of Peter Jackson’s “Hobbit” movies.

“I was hired as music editor, but the producers realized they needed

original music because the extra features went deep into the culture of

hobbits, dwarves and elves,” Governor says. “I wrote 24 hours of music for

this project, including imagining the indigenous music of these make-

believe people.”

That was hard work, with “intense and insane” schedules.

“I was burned out and, needing a break, my girlfriend and I visited

In addition to film work, Mark Governor kept his hand in as a performing and touring musician. Here he’s filming 

a cameo for the Roger Corman’s 1990 “Hollywood Boulevard II.” He also wrote the movie’s soundtrack.

Four years or so on, it looks like Mark Governor 

is here to stay, and he’s earned a spot as a valued and respected

member of the close-knit Monterey Peninsula music community.
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Carmel,” the composer says. “I told her, ‘I think I could live here.’”

Perusing Craigslist, Governor found a great deal on a house for rent. 

“A real anomaly,” he says, “but I didn’t know that at the time.” He signed

a one-year lease. “Driving home, I couldn’t believe what I’d just done, but

it was only a year.”

Most of his work is delivered online, so it doesn’t make much difference

where he is.

“For the first six months, no one realized I wasn’t in LA,” he laughs.

He has no regrets. “I had a meeting in Santa Monica with a producer.

He drove from LA. I flew from Monterey and got there first.”

Governor plans to record the touring artists who perform at Folktale.

“The current idea is to create a mobile rig to record anywhere on the

property,” he says.

Another project is a new Folktale wine brand, “Talking Animals.” Each

vintage will be tied into music by one of the acts recorded there. The first

features singer LOLO. The limited-edition Pinot Noir includes a download

of her “Live at Folktale” EP.

Four years or so on, it looks like Mark Governor is here to stay, and he’s

earned a spot as a valued and respected member of the close-knit

Monterey Peninsula music community. 

218 C A R M E L  M A G A Z I N E • S U M M E R / F A L L  2 0 1 8

Governor is known for combining orchestral and rock 

elements. Here, he conducts for “Pet Sematary Two.”

Highly prolific, Governor produced and performed on a plethora of recordings. He’s penned two productions for the 

Los Angeles Rock Opera Co: “shAme,” an adaptation of “The Scarlet Letter,” and “Possession: The Legend of El Rojo.”
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