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CARMEL INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

Composer and musician Mark Governor presides over the Music Cafe, giving Carmel Film Festival audiences a chance to experience the

musicians behind the maovies.

The sound of silents

Film composer Mark Governor makes noise for the musicians at the Carmel Film Festival

By Beth Peerless

gocaiendar@mentereyherald comr

It may seem that the Carmel In-
ternational Film Festival is a high-
end ticket for film buffs and indus-
try people to enjoy 211 the films,
music, partics, red carpets, and,
you know, all the great things that
film festivals offer. Truth be told,
there are a variety of ticket pack-
ages that range from affordable to
expensive. But one thing that is
open to the public free of charge
is the Music Café, held at The
Forge, 5th & Junipero in Carmel
both Fris and Saturday during
the Oct. 18-22 event. Filmmakers
and film festival attendees also
frequent the very cool hangout

to enjoy food and refreshments
while in between film screenings
and/or other festival events.

Conceived and curated by lo-
cal music producer/composer/
musician Mark Governor and pre-
sented by Talking Animals Mu-
this second year of the Mu-
sic Café will be better than ever.
It will feature performances by
musicians involved on the music
side of a few films being shown,
as well as a couple of local musi-
cians brought in to showcase our
homegrown talent. Earlier years
at the film festival there were mu-
sic performances, but not orga-
nized the way they are now at the
Music Café.

When he moved to Carmel

with his wife Lily Yu in February
of 2016 from Los Angeles where
he’d been working as a film com-
poser for the past 30 years, Gover-
nor thought to approach the festi-
val producers with the idea to ar-
range the music part of the event
mare like its own festival-within-
a-festival, in contrast to stand-
alone performances. Several of the
films he scored back in the mid
1990s premiered at the Sundance
Film Festival, where at the time
they had a big director’s breakfast
cafe and a writer’s lounge, but not
anything for the musicians.
Governor thought to approach
ASCAP, the music publishing com-
pany he worked with, to sponsor
something akin to the Writer'’s
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Guild Café. They thought it was &
great idea, and proceeded to hook
Starbucks as a sponsor, and the
Music Caféé was born at Sundance.
S0, when he approached the Car-
mel festival, he was confident he
could pull it off.

“I talked to a couple people at
the festival and said, Hey, if you
guys are interested, I did this once
before. I think it would be a cool
thing to do here.” They were real
interested. Last year we had a
real compressed amount of time
to pull it together. But we did pull
together a pretty good lineup.”

Among the performers was
Bay Area musician Alexis Harte,
a singer/songwriter whose song
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“Pearl” was produced into a
3-D animated film short in
collaboration with Google. It
placed in the finals at Car-
mel, but went on to be nom-
inated for an Oscar and to
win an Emmy Award. You
never know, the next big
winner could be in the
lineup this year.

This year’s schedule has
Santa Cruz-based producer,
songwriter and singer Aus-
tin Shaw as the first artist
scheduled at 3 p.m. Friday.
He is followed by Maureen
Toth Band at 4 p.m. One of
the songs from her EP “Cut
Flowers” is “Killing Time,”
heard in one of the festival’s
Spotlight films “Crash Pad.”
Local clectric violinist Razz-
vio, performs at 5 p.m. She
is one of the performers who
will participate in the festi-
val’s opening night premiere
of Governor’s original con-
temporary score for 1920s
silent film “The Unknown.”
More on that below.

Saturday’s schedule be-
gins at 10 a.m. with Maggie
McGovern, a Pacific Grove
grown artist with songs that
tell dark and interesting sto-
ries. A 3 p.m. slot has Jason
Saltiel from New York whose
music fills one of the festi-
val's feature films “Beach
House” Two acclaimed
Costa Rican artists follow
at 4 p.m., Daniel Rojas &
MishCatt. Rojas has written
music for feature films, in-
cluding the Oscar-winning
movie “Room,” and his mu-
sic is also featured in Spot-
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The Carmel International Film Festival’s opening night feature, 1927's ‘The Unknown'
starring Lon Chaney and Joan Crawford, will feature live music from Mark Governer and

his ensemble, Oct. 19.

light film “Crash Pad.” Catt
(aka Michelle Gonzalez) is a
Jjazz singer born in San Jose,
Costa Rica. In 2016 she re-
leased her solo debut EP un-
der the moniker “MishCatt”
and quickly became the
most played Costa Rican art-
ist in the history of Spotify,
gelling more than six mil-
lion plays in less than two
months. Closing out the Mu-
sic Café offerings at 8 p.m.
is San Rafael-based song-
writer Jerry Hannan, whose
credits include the song “So-
ciety,” written and recorded
with Pearl Jam’s Eddie Ved-
der and is featured in Sean

Penn’s film “Into the Wild."
Being shown at the festival
is a documentary about him
and his brother titled “Mad
Hannans,” that also features
Penn and Vedder.
Governor is not only cu-
rating the lincup at the Mu-
sic Café. He will be the fea-
tured composer and conduc-
tor of the Opening Night's
premiere movie. The 1927
silent film titled “The Un-
known,” starring Lon
Chaney and Joan Crawford,
was filmed in Pebble Beach.
Its screening will have Gov-
ernor and his small ensem-
ble on stage performing the

score live. Musicians in-
volved are: Mike Lent, gui-
tars; Ben Herod, sax and
winds; Kim Kistler, cello;
Razz, electric violin; Steve
Uccello, bass; Skyler Camp-
bell, drums and percussion;
Erica Wobbles, keyboards;
and guest vocalist Lisa Tay-
lor.
“I love the idea of writ-
ing a brand new score that’s
contemporary for a silent
film and see how that would
work and then perform it,”
he said. “In this case, per-
form it as a world premiere
at a festival. After the Wel-
come Party there’s a Red

Carpet, and after that we
show the film with the mu-
sicians onstage doing it live.
It’s a technical feat. That’s
what surprised me. I told
the festival organizers I've
always wanted to do that. 1
could bring people up from
Hollywood, but I've got-
ten to know the local mu-
sicians from doing stuff at
Folktale Winery, as well as
jazz stuff, and I'd like to try
it with them. They said that
sounds really interesting.”

The seasoned film com-
poser (“Notes From the Un-
derground,” “Pet Sematary
I1,” “The Brave”) is finding
important work on the Mon-
terey Peninsula while he
maintains his contacts and
work projects in Los Ange-
les. Through Talking Ani-
mal Music and his Under
The Influence concert se-
rics at Folktale Winery, he's
well on his way to making
a name for himself and the
many deserving local musi-
cians he recruits for his proj-
ects.

“I've made it my per-
sonal mission to let the
world know about the
great musicians here,”
Governor said. “Through
the concerts we're doing,
and also through events
like this (CIFF) where 1
know there’ll be an L.A.
contingent and were go-
ing to present something
to them.”

This is a big year at CIFF
for Governor and to come
out and support his efforts
will help complete the cir-
cle of good intention he
creates through his many
efforts on behalf of local
musicians and audiences.




