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Freudian Horror and a Dead Dog

By STEPHEN HOLDEN

In the infinitely vengeful world of
Stephen King, a snake lurks under
every rock, and that’s only if you're
lucky. If you venture into places
where it says ‘“Keep Out,” far worse
things are likely to pop up, and
they’re a lot harder to get rid of than
snakes.

In “Pet Sematary Two,” the sequel
to the successful 1989 horror film
adapted by Mr. King from his best-
selling novel, “Pet Sematary,” those
nearly indestructible pests are the
corpses of dead animals and people
interred in an ancient Indian burial
ground. The sequel, which opened
yesterday, tells the story of Chase
Matthews (Anthony Edwards), a Los

Angeles veterinarian, and his 13-

year-old son Jeff (Edward Furlong),
who move back to his mother’s home-
town of Ludlow, Me., after a family
tragedy. In the movie’s opening se-

quence, Jeff witnesses the hideous .

accidental electrocution of his be-
loved actress-mother Renee (Dar-
lanne Fluegel) while she is makmg a
horror film.

At the local junior high school, Jeff
befriends a chubby classmate, Drew
(Jason McGuire), whose sadistic
stepfather Gus (Clancy Brown) is the
local sheriff. Gus also happens to
have been Renee’s high school boy-
friend. The chain of horror begins
when Gus shoots his stepson’s pet
dog, Zowie, and the two boys bury the
corpse in the cemetery.

Richard Outten, the screenwriter
who replaced Mr. King for the sequel,
is cléarly well steeped in the author’s
symbolic world, since ‘‘Pet Sematary
Two” roils with Freudian subtext
rendered as grinning nightmarish
horror. The cruel stepfather and the
voracious mother are only the two
most obvious negative archetypes
who lunge from beyond the grave to

try to destroy children who are al-,

ready wounded enough to have a mel-
. ancholy streak.

°
Mary Lambert, who directed the

Pet Sematary Two

Directed by Mary Lambert; written by Rich-
ard Outten; director of photography, Russell
Carpenter; edited by Tom Finan; music by
Mark Governor; production designer, Mi-
chelle Minch; produced by Ralph S. Single-
ton; released by Paramount Pictures. Run-
ning time: 102 minutes. This film is rated R.
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— friend in “Pet Sematary Two,” which opened yesterday.

original ‘“Pet Sematary,” has re-
turned for the sequel, which, like its
forerunner, is much better at special
effects than at creating characters or
telling a’coherent story. Ms. Lambert
made her reputation directing Ma-
donna’s music videos, and the new
film has the garish theatrical look
and pumpingly precise rhythms of an
extravagantly produced heavy-metal
video. Most of many shock scenes are
above average in impact and sus-
pense, with the scenes of the resur-

rected, red-eyed Zowie going for peo-

ple’s throats especially gruesome.
Also notable is a highway crash in-
volving a truckload of potatoes.
Except for Mr. Brown’s superma-
cho Gus, who even before he becomes
one of the living dead seems to have a

very nasty chip on his shoulder, the
grown-up characters are wooden and
distant. Ms. Lambert fares better
with the film’s younger actors. Jared
Rushton, who plays the leering class
bully who torments Jeff, exudes an

almost phosphorescent repellence In' i

the role of Jeff, Mr. Furlong, who is
familiar from the movie “Termina-
tor 2: Judgment Day,” projects a
glowermg surliness that darkens the
movie’s already gnm psychological
perspective.
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“Pet Sematary Two” is rated R
(under 17 requires accompanying
parent or adult guardian). It has
graphic violence and strong lan-
guage. —
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